How Will I Be Judged?

Judges all over the United States are looking for Miss America.  You are interviewing for that job.  If Miss America is not in this group of contestants, Miss Minnesota may be here.  You are also interviewing for that job.  If Miss Minnesota is not here, Miss Waseca County Sleigh and Cutter or Miss South Central is.  Miss Waseca County Sleigh and Cutter and Miss South Central may not be all of the following things, but she is many of them.  Even if she is not, she will grow into these descriptions during her year of service.

Miss America is:

· a role model

· accomplished

· of public interest

· a leader who mobilizes and inspires

· a communicator with courage and convictions

· physically attractive meaning “with a commanding presence”

Miss America is not:

· just a pretty face

· the most physically fit contestant in line, necessarily

· the one with the most expensive outfits

· always a singer

You will be judged in four areas of competition:

Interview (25%)

This is the judges’ first impression of you.  Their job is to get to know you, not to drill you or try to stump you.

The interview will be 10 minutes long. The judges will ask you questions for the 9½ minutes.  Then, there will be 30 seconds for your closing statement.  There is no longer an opening statement.
Judges are interested in you, your community, and your platform.  Judges read the fact sheets that you complete and draw many questions from it.  Whatever you put on your Fact Sheet has to be the truth.  Judges will also want to know your opinion on issues.  Know what is happening locally as well as statewide and nationally.

Judges are looking for enthusiasm, eye contact, voice and diction, the ability to express yourself, vocabulary, intelligence, general knowledge and posture.

A dress or shirt/skirt is recommended for the interview.  The outfit should fit your personality and be appropriate for a professional job interview.  

Talent (40%)

Your talent presentation may be 1 ½  minutes.  Please have two copies of your accompaniment, in case one breaks or is lost.  

Your talent outfit should compliment your talent presentation.

Judges look for showmanship, overall presentation, development of talent, potential and technical ability.

Talent must be presented live on stage and not by use of projection or video.  If you plan to present a talent that involves prior original work (such as art), you must send a notarized authentication that you created that work.  Please talk to one of the committee members as soon as possible if this applies to you.

Competition No-No’s: fire baton, sword twirling, knife twirling, bow and arrow skills or any talent that would endanger anyone in close proximity to the performing area.  Props that require excessively large stage areas and complicated setting up and staging will not be permitted.  Live animals and birds are not permitted.

Evening Wear (20%)

Evening Wear is defined as something you would wear to a formal evening event.  You may choose a plain or beaded gown, cocktail dress or evening wear pants.  The cost of the outfit does not get you points.  Make sure that all clothing you wear on stage is appropriately lined.  The strong stage lighting will shine through clothing.  Practice walking in your heels.  

You are judged on how well you look in the evening wear, whether the color and style compliment you and how well it fits.  Judges also look for poise, grooming, posture, carriage, on-stage personality, and the ability to speak in public.

On Stage Question (15%)

You will be asked one question on stage.  This will be from a judge and will be a continuation from your private interview. It will be something they did not get a chance to ask you during your interview.
Judges look for confidence, how you answer the question, and how well you speak in public.

Judges are asked to consider the overall performance of the contestants, and ask themselves the following three questions:

Can she do the job?

Does she want the job?

Will she be manageable when she has the job?

